1 . (Currently Amended) A pool cover system, comprising: 

a storage reel having a central mandrel that extends along a central axis; 
a pool cover having an edge; 

al luLiluiitiigldplalL a plurality nf rigid platps coupled to said edge of 
said pool cover, wherein earh nf said rimd nlatt^s arp at lea^it nn^ w l ong anH i.n^^riy 
alipned alnnp said pdpp and wherein a spacp Pvi^ts hPtw^Pn ^a rh nf gain r.mH pi ^tpc, 

that allows said nnni rover to he fnldp/1 arrogg ci , iH pHgP m hpfwppn cair! rigiH platPg • 

a first set of mechanical fasteners disposed between said at lt,aj.l uiic ligid 
phrte rigid plates and said central mandrel that selectively interconnect said sfricasfone 
iigid pldlt rigid platps to said central mandrel in an orientation parallel to said central 
axis. 

2. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 1, wherein said dl lual 
uiit ligid pldlL ii. rigid plates arfi selectively detachable from said pool cover. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 4 1, further 
including a second set of mechanical fasteners for selectively interconnecting said edge 


2 


of said pool cover to said rigiH platpg 


6. (Original) The system according to Claim 5, wherein said first set of 
mechanical fasteners and said second set of mechanical fasteners are the same type of 
fastener. 

7. (Original) The system according to Claim 6, wherein said first set of 
mechanical fasteners is selected from a group consisting of snap connectors, hook 
connectors, hook and loop fasteners, and clevis fasteners. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of improving the interconnection between a 
pool cover and a storage reel having a linear axis of rotation, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

connecting al Itiul uut rigid plait a plurality nf rigiH plat<-c along an edge 
of said pool cover, wherein each of said rigid plates is linpaH y alignpH alnng sairl <>HgP 

and a snanfl exists hetWfien each of said rigid plates that alln w <; saiH pnnl rnv«.r tn hp 

folded along said edge in hetween said rigid piaffes ; and 

providing at least one connector on said storage reel that selectively 
engages and retains said at La^t uiit rigid pldtt rigid plates in an orientation parallel to 
said axis of rotation. 

9. (Cancelled) 
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10. (Cancelled) 


1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 8, wherein said step 
of connecting at Itail out ligid plate a phirality of rigiH platPQ along an edge of said 
pool cover includes selectively attaching said at Ita^t uut ligid pldtc phirality nfr^giH 
plates to the edge of the pool cover with detachable mechanical fasteners. 

12 ■ ( Original) The method according to Claim 8, wherein said step of 
providing at least one connector on said storage reel includes mounting mechanical 
connectors to the storage reel. 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for retroactively altering a pool cover and 
a pool cover storage reel to improve the ability of the pool cover to be evenly woimd 
about the storage reel, said system including: 

at Lait ont ligid plate a plurality of rigid plates; 

a first set of fasteners for selectively attaching said at uut ligiJ platt 

rigid plates to an edge of said pool cnver^ wherein saiH ri gid plates flttflnh linparly along 
said edge and leave spaces along said edge in between said rigid plates that enahle s^aiH 
pool cover to he folded along said edge at said spares; and 

a second set of fasteners for selectively attaching said at least one ligid 
ptete rigid plates to said storage reel. 
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14 • (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 11, wherein said 
first set of fasteners are selected from a group consisting of snap connectors, hook 
connectors, and hoop and loop connectors. 
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